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Catwalk Leveling Jack Dropped on Worker’s Foot 

 

Description: 

A crew was in the process of rigging in a third-party 

hydraulic catwalk. A worker was positioned at the end 

of the pipe swing arm support (swing arm) to pull it 

away from the catwalk. As the swing arm was pulled 

away, it suddenly dropped approximately two feet and 

the leveling jack struck the top of the worker’s foot 

above the toe protector area. The worker sustained a 

fractured foot. 

 

What Went Wrong: 

• The catwalk’s swing arm moved to the unlocked 

position during transport, and this was not 

identified during the inspection. 

• The operating manual did not include adequate 

instructions on configuring the swing arm for 

transport or prior to rigging in. 

Actions Taken/Recommendations: 

• When handling equipment that could place a 

worker’s body under the equipment (i.e., in the 

line of fire), consider other options, such as the 

use of a tagline. 

• Perform a thorough hazard assessment and 

equipment inspection. 

• Review rig-in/out procedures and operation and 

maintenance requirements. 

• When receiving third-party equipment, ensure the 

equipment operating manual is available and 

applicable procedures are reviewed.  

NOTE: Feedback on improvements to the 

instructions within the operating manual were 

provided to the third-party provider of the 

catwalk. 

 

 

 

Leveling jack that struck the worker’s foot 

 

 

View of pipe swing arm support: unlocked and locked

Leveling Jack 

Unlocked Locked 

Swing Arm 



 

 

PAGE 2 ENERGYSAFETYCANADA.COM 

ISSUE # 12-2021 

Industry Resources: 

Life Saving Rule | Line of Fire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help industry by sharing lessons learned from an incident. Submit your Safety Alert. 

 
 

SHARE AND COLLABORATE  

Energy Safety Canada (ESC) works collaboratively with industry to share information aimed at helping companies of all sizes improve safe work 

performance.  

 

DISCLAIMER  

Use of this document or any information contained herein is at the user’s sole risk. ESC makes no representations and assumes no liability. For 

further information on these restrictions, go to http://www.energysafetycanada.com/legal.cfm 

 

COPYRIGHT/RIGHT TO REPRODUCE  

Copyright for this document is held by Energy Safety Canada, 2021. All rights reserved. Energy Safety Canada encourages the copying, reproduction 

and distribution of this document to promote health and safety in the workplace, if Energy Safety Canada is acknowledged. However, no part of this 

publication may be copied, reproduced, or distributed for profit or other commercial enterprise, nor may any part be incorporated into any other 

publication, without written permission of Energy Safety Canada. 

 

Watch the video. 

• Position yourself and 

others out of the line of 

fire  

• Establish and obey 

barriers and exclusion 

zones. 

• Take action to secure 

loose objects. 

 

Energy Safety Canada Resources: 

 

• Dropped Objects Best Practice 

• Dropped Objects Microlearning Video 

• Energy Safety Canada has partnered with 

DROPS (DropsOnline.org) in the establishment 

of a Canadian Chapter. To become a member, 

review the Terms of Reference on the Canadian 

Chapter DROPS website and send an email to 

express your interest. 

• “Are You in the Line of Fire?” Program 

https://www.energysafetycanada.com/ResourceLanding/Submit-Safety-Alert
http://www.energysafetycanada.com/legal.cfm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0Hj_NRCasc
https://www.energysafetycanada.com/Standards/Programs/Dropped-Objects
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tm7robBh6v0
https://www.dropsonline.org/
https://www.dropsonline.org/
https://www.dropsonline.org/about/drops-organisation/drops-canada-chapter/
https://www.dropsonline.org/about/drops-organisation/drops-canada-chapter/
https://www.energysafetycanada.com/Standards/Programs/Line-of-Fire

